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- Press release –


Viridian Housing is leading the way as the first Housing Associations to have a gang membership clause in all tenancy agreements.  Incidents of gang related anti-social behaviour are increasing in large urban estates, often involving serious issues such as gun crime, rape and murder.

Our in-house legal team worked alongside our anti-social behaviour team to develop and implement the clause. By introducing the new clause we are in a better position to try and tackle the problem of gangs on our estates and in the communities where we work.
The clause says:

You or anyone living with you must not become a member of a gang or allow a member of a gang to visit the Property.  

    
 When we refer to a gang, we mean the definition applied by the Metropolitan Police Authority as amended from time to time which is “a group of individuals involved in persistent criminality for some form of personal gain (this includes profit and/or to gain or to demonstrate status) which is causing significant harm to the community and/or is of cross border concern".  The Association of Chief Police Officers say that ‘significant’ harm can have one or more of the following characteristics: significant profit or loss; significant impact upon community safety; serious violence; corruption; exercise of control.


Nick Billingham, Partner at Devonshires solicitors said: “Gang membership increasingly underlies a lot of ASB cases we deal with and a tenancy condition like this could be really useful in ASB proceedings if it is difficult to pin down who exactly is causing the nuisance – which inevitably is often the way with gangs.”
- ENDS -
Notes for editors:

1. Viridian Housing is a charitable association founded in 1945. We own and manage more than 16,000 homes, in the Midlands, West Sussex and London. 

2. Our mission is to provide high quality, good value housing for mixed income communities. Our vision is: Quality homes for you to make the most of your life.
For more information contact: at jaclyn.puglisi@viridianhousing.org.uk 
or call 020 8307 3308


