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The SLCNG, on behalf of its members, has submitted comments direct to Government on relevant aspects of the coalition’s ‘programme for government
.’

Here is a synopsis of the comments submitted by the SLCNG …..

The proposal to ban the use of powers in the Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act (RIPA) by councils, unless they are signed off by a magistrate and required for stopping serious crime is seriously troubling. Reports such as that by Big Brother Watch present a very distorted picture. Where RIPA powers are being used inappropriately then corrective action should be taken and the agencies involved held to account. However, there are vastly more instances of the powers being used ‘of necessity’ to bring and end to anti social behaviour and crime that would otherwise remain unaddressed with horrendous consequences to individuals and whole communities. 

It is important to remember that the most damage can be done by ‘non-serious’ crime and anti-social behaviour.

RIPA powers have enabled evidence to be gathered that would otherwise not have been obtainable. The moral of this submission is “no evidence = no case = bad behaviour persists and escalates.” Therefore, please rethink this proposal.
______________________________________________________________
We urge you to recognise and take advantage of the excellent work being delivered by partnerships to tackle anti social behaviour and crime effectively.

Over reliance on a single agency would be wasteful and tantamount to negligence.

You should also appreciate the work and investment of non statutory agencies, especially Registered Social Landlords (registered providers) who together with their tenants have been in the vanguard of dealing with these issues since 1995.

______________________________________________________________

We have a concern that the proposal to ” investigate a new approach to helping families with multiple problems” will ignore the excellent results being achieved through targetted family intervention and support initiatives such as ‘Family Intervention Projects.’ If your new approach is built on further improving and resourcing such initiatives then we are in favour. To ignore or even worse, to abandon, these initiatives would be both wasteful and do a great disservice to not only the many families currently benefitting but also to the communities that suffer the onward effects of disadvantage, deprivation and dysfunctionality.

______________________________________________________________

We are very pleased to see the Government’s commitment to treating anti-social behaviour seriously. There are many voluntary and community organisations, individuals and statutory agencies already delivering highly effective measures, so please do not overlook or devalue existing and continuing best practice in this vital area of community and national life. We would in particular single out the work of social landlords and their tenants and recommend that you include the Social Landlords Crime and Nuisance Group (www.slcng.org.uk) in your review and forward planning.

______________________________________________________________

Please do not marginalise or overlook the critical need to protect and support victims and witnesses of both civil and criminal wrongs.
______________________________________________________________
What happens next?
In all, a total of 9,500 comments were posted on the Government’s online facility (http://programmeforgovernment.hmg.gov.uk/). The closing date for comments is now passed, but all of the 9,500 comments can still be viewed via the same web address.
Government says that “each Department will now respond on the comment themes that fall within their policy areas. They will particularly address issues that raised the greatest level of comments, and they will consider all constructive ideas and suggestions in future policy development.”
There will also be a webcast by senior ministers in the next few weeks. Details are to be posted on the ‘programme for government’ homepage (http://programmeforgovernment.hmg.gov.uk/) soon.

Also coming up in the near future, each Department is to publish their structural reform plans on which members of the public and interested parties will be given an opportunity to feedback.
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�  For fuller context please see SLCNG Member Bulletins 209 and 209a





PAGE  
1

